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1. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest of the above-captioned patent application, in addition to the above- 
named Applicant, is the assignee, Amiga Development LLC, by virtue of an Assignment recorded on 
January 5, 1998, at Reel 8993, Frame 0560. 

2. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

There are no other appeals or interferences known to appellant which will have a bearing on the 
Board's decision in the present appeal. 

3. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1, 2, 4-13, 15-17, 20, 21, 24 and 26 are pending and are all finally rejected. These 22 
claims are the subject of the present appeal. Appendix I includes a complete copy of the current state 
of the claims on appeal. 

4. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

An Amendment After Final was filed on January 24, 2002, and an Advisory Action was mailed 
on February 25, 2002, stating the amendment would be entered upon filing of a Notice of Appeal, 
Appeal Brief, and requisite fees. Accordingly, the claims, listed in Appendix I, reflect entry of this 
Amendment After final and all previous amendments. 

5. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Conventional VCRs and PC-TV systems allow users to schedule or program automatic 
recording of televison programs, days, weeks, or months in advance of those programs being 
broadcast. This feature provides a wonderful convenience for users; however, it also creates a 
likelihood that users will forget about programmed recording instructions, which in turn can cause 
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problems for users. For example, a user may load a video cassette without enough "room" to record 
an entire program or even forget to load any cassette at all. In these cases, the system could be 
prevented from completing a programmed recording instruction. 

To address this and other problems, various aspects of the present invention include methods, 
systems, and software for reminding users about scheduled or programmed recordings. For example, 
one method entails: 



programming a recording device, such as a VCR, to begin a data recording at a 
recording time; 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a time to remind the user about the 
programmed recording; and 

outputting a recording reminder signal, such as a verbal or textual message, at a time 
based on the user input and before the recording device initiates automatic execution of 
the programmed data recording. 



Some embodiments include information regarding the programmed data recording in the remind 
message and/or output the message to a pager or other network communications device. 

Another aspect of the invention concerns handling of user inputs that define or partially define 
the timing of the recording reminder signals for separate scheduled or programmed recordings. 
Specifically, one such method entails: 



receiving two or more user remind-time inputs, with each user input associated with at 
least one of the scheduled recordings and each user input non-determinative of a time 
for initiation of its scheduled recording and with at least two of the user remind-time 
inputs differing from each other; and 

defining two or more recording reminder times, with each of the recording reminder 
times associated with at least one of the scheduled recordings and based at least 
partially on the associated user remind-time input and with each of the recording 
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reminder times preceding a respective time for initiation of its associated scheduled 
recording by amounts of time based on the respective remind-time inputs. 



6. ISSUES PRESENTED FOR REVIEW 

A. Was it proper to maintain the rejection of claims 11, 13, 17, 21, and 24 under 
35 USC §102? 

B. Was it proper to reject claims 1, 2, 8-10, and 26 under 35 USC §103? 

C. Was it proper to reject claims 4, 5, 12 under 35 USC §103? 

D. Was it proper to reject claims 7, 16, and 20 under 35 USC §103? 

7. GROUPING OF CLAIMS 

For purposes of this appeal, the claims stand or fall based on the following groups: 
Group A, claims 11, 13, 17, 21, and 24; 
Group B, claims 1-2, 8-10, 6, 15 and 26; 
Group C, claims 4, 5, 12; 
Group D, claim 7, 16, and 20. 



APPELLANT'S BRIEF ON APPEAL Page 5 

Serial No. 09/002,600 Atty. Docket No. 450.224US 1 

Filed: Januarys, 1998 

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR REMINDING USERS OF UPCOMING SCHEDULED RECORDINGS 



8. ARGUMENT 

A. Was it proper to maintain the rejection of claims 11, 13, 17, 21, and 24 under 
35 USC §102? 

The Examiner rejected claims 11, 13, 17, 21 and 24 under 35 USC §102(b) as anticipated by 
Young (U.S. 4,706,121). 

With entry of the Amendment After Final, claims 1 1, 17, 21, and 24 each require 
"means for receiving user input regarding a recording reminder, with the user input being non- 
determinative of the recording time," "receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording 
reminder time for a scheduled automatic data recording and non-determinative of a time for initiating 
the scheduled data recording," or "receiving two or more user remind-time inputs, with each user input 
associated with at least one of the scheduled recordings and each user input non-determinative of a 
time for initiation of an automatic recording. 

In the Final Office Action, the Examiner stated that "Young fails to explicitly disclose the 
method of receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the 
scheduled recording and non-determinative of the recording time." Thus, the amended claims include 
at least one element that is absent from Young. 

The relevant law, as recited at MPEP §2131, is that a "claim is anticipated only if each and 
every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single 
prior art reference... in as much detail as is contained in the ... claim." Therefore, the absence of the 
recited act of "receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the 
scheduled recording and non-determinative of the recording time" from Young, precludes it from 
anticipating claims 11, 13, 17, 21 and 24 under 35 USC §102. 



i 
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Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests that the Board overturn the §102 rejections of 
these claims. 

B. Was it proper to reject claims 1, 2, 8-10, and 26 under 35 USC §103? 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-2, 8-10, and 26 under 35 USC § 103(a) as unpatentable 
over Young (U.S. 4,706,121) in view of Ellis. (U.S. 6,275,268). (As explained in the Advisory 
Action, the Final Office Action misstated that this rejection applied to claims 1, 2, 8-11, 13, 17, 21, 
24, and 26.) 

In making the rejection, the Examiner conceded that "Young fails to explicitly disclose the 
method of receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a 
scheduled recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the recording time." To fill this 
gap, the Examiner asserted that Ellis teaches a user-programmable feature for reminding viewers to 
view particularly program., and that "it would have been obvious ... to apply similar principle [to 
Young] to automatically remind a user ... to record a program ... since this would provide the desirable 
advantage of preventing the user from failing to record a program for which the user had previously set 
a reminder." 

In response, appellant submits 1) that even if the combination were permissible it fails to meet 
all the terms of the rejected claims, and 2) that the combination is impermissible for lack of sufficient 
motivation to combine. 

First, even if the proposed combination of Young and Ellis were permissible, it would fail to 
meet the terms of the rejected claims, since Ellis reports a user input for an adjustable reminder for 
viewing programs, but not "receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder 
time for a scheduled recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the recording time." 
See, for example: 
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Column 4, lines 5-8: 

"There also exists a need for such a system that will give a user the capability to set a 
programmable reminder for viewing a program scheduled to air at a future time." 

Column 15, lines 17-57: 

"If while viewing program schedule information for a future time in BROWSE mode 
the user depresses the ENTER key on the remote controller, the microcontroller 16 
will instruct the VDG 23 to display a REMINDER overlay message 130 which, as 
shown in FIG. 13, is displayed as a second overlay 131 appearing above the 
BROWSE overlay 132. The REMINDER message 130 queries the user as to 
whether the system should remind the user, at a predetermined time before the start of 
the selected program, that he or she would like to view the selected program, as 
shown in FIG. 13. If the user responds affirmatively, the microcontroller 16 stores 
reminder data consisting of at least the channel, time and day of the selected program 
in a reminder buffer, which contains similar schedule information for all programs for 
which the user has set a reminder. At a pre-determined time before the selected 
program start time, for example, five minutes, the microcontroller 16 will retrieve 
schedule information, including title and service, based on the reminder data, and will 
instruct the VDG 23 to display a REMINDER overlay message 140 on the television 
receiver 27, as shown in FIG. 14, to remind the user that he or she previously set a 
reminder to watch the selected program. The REMINDER message 140 contains the 
channel, service and start time. It also displays the number of minutes before the time 
of airing of the particular show and updates the display every minute until the time of 
airing. The REMINDER message 140 also displays a "TUNE" inquiry, which asks the 
user if she would like to tune to the selected program. When the user sets multiple 
reminders, the reminder overlays are stacked, for example, in ascending order 
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according to the time each reminder is scheduled to be displayed, and the next 
reminder message will appear on the television receiver after the user takes 
appropriate action to remove the reminder message then being displayed. The 
REMINDER message (140 could also be adapted to allow the user to display or 
modify a list of all reminders previously set by the user. As with the overlay display 
time period in the FLIP mode, the user can modify the time period before a selected 
program that the REMINDER message appears by entering the Viewer Preference 
mode and revising the time entry. " 
Column 19, lines 6-14: 

"If the user selects a particular Pay-Per-View event or service in this manner, the 
programming schedule system will next present to the user a Pay-Per-View ordering 
screen such as that shown in FIG. 23. The display includes a figure representing the 
cost of the event or service. The display also asks the user to choose from among a 
plurality of scheduled airing times 230A-230C, as well as whether the user would like 
to see a REMINDER message prior to the start of the Pay-Per-View event or service. 
However, neither of these passages, nor any other that appellant found in Ellis meets the 
requirement of "receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a 
scheduled recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the recording time." (Emphasis 
added.) The fact is the relevant portion of Ellis only reports a reminder for viewing a program. 
There's no evidence that the viewing reminder is applied to a scheduled or programmed recording, or 
that one without hindsight at the time of invention would have sought to extend Ellis's viewing reminder 
to scheduled or programmed recordings. Thus, even if the Examiner's motivation were valid, the 
proposed modification of Young to include Ellis's viewing reminder would not meet all the 
requirements of the rejected claims. 
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The relevant law is that to establish a prima facie of obviousness under 35 USC §103, "the 
prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations." 
MPEP § 2142 (citing In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d, 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991)). Here, the 
proposed combination of Young and Ellis, even if permissible, fails to teach "receiving user input at 
least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a scheduled recording, with the user input 
being non-determinative of the recording time." Thus, the Final Office Action fails to set forth a prima 
facie case of obviousness of claims 1, 2, 8-11, 13, 17, 21, 24, and 26 under 35 USC §103. 

Second, appellant submits that, at the time of the present invention, one of ordinary skill would 
not have modified Young "to automatically remind a user ... to record a program" as the Examiner 
proposes. One would not have modified Young as proposed, because Young already has a 
programmable recording feature for automatic scheduled recordings and a reminder system which 
sounds an alarm a fixed (unadjustable) time period prior to a scheduled program broadcast. See, for 
example: 

Column 8, lines 15-19: 

The CPU is connected to an alarm 156 by line 158 for indicating to a user a short time 
(e.g., five minutes) before a selected program is to be broadcast, that the TV receiver 
126 should be turned on, if it is off, so that the selected program can be viewed." 

Column 8, line 66 - column 9, line 2: 

"The CPU 178 is connected to alarm 217 by line 219 for providing an audible signal 
to a user shortly before broadcast of a selected program if the TV receiver 200 is 
turned off, as a signal to turn it on." 

Column 12, lines 17-24: 
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"The stored program can be used to trigger an alarm or enable a VCR without user 
intervention. The PG mode may be used for unattended recording of a series of 
programs by only menu selection, without the user having to set the VCR with channel, 
time, date, or length of program." 

Column 15, lines 21- 27: 

"This mode allows the user to create a weekly reminder calendar, typically for weekly 
series and special events of non-weekly programs. The reminder process will set an 
alarm if the TV is not on before a certain time before the start of the program. If the 
TV is not on when the program starts, the reminder process will turn on the VCR to 
start recording the program." 

Column 20, lines 50-53: 

"If the TV 126 or 200 is not on at 502 [in Fig. 13], the alarm 156 or 217 will be 
sounded five minutes before the start of the scheduled program at 503. If the TV is 
still not on at 504, the programmable tuner 132 of FIG. 3 or 164 of FIG. 4 will be 
set to the scheduled program at 505." 

Claim 17: 

"said data processor being configured to provide the actuating signal to said alarm 
unless the television receiver is operating when said data processor checks the 
television receiver for operation." 

Claim 38: 

"determining whether the television receiver is operating prior to the time of a 
broadcast program selected by the process and providing an alarm signal to the user 
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unless the television receiver is operating when the television receiver is checked for 
operation." 

In light of at least these passages, one of ordinary skill would have understood that Young 
includes means for programming the VCR to automatically record, means for programming a 
reminder alarm to view a program, and means for automatically recording if a viewer fails to turn on a 
TV to view a program associated with the view reminder. Given this understanding, one of ordinary 
skill would have reasonably understood that Young doesn't require modification "to remind users to 
record a program," as the Examiner's rejection proposes, since Young already includes means for 
programming the VCR to automatically record. Indeed, the point of programming a VCR to 
automatically record is to remove the need for a user to initiate the recording. Thus, there's no need to 
remind the user "to record the program." Therefore, one of ordinary skill would not have recognized 
a desirability of modifying Young in accord with the Examiner's proposal to remind users to record. 
In fact, there's nothing in either Young or Ellis that even acknowledges the recording media problem 
addressed by the present invention. 

The relevant law, recited in part at MPEP §2143.01, is that to establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness under 35 USC §103, "there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to 
modify the reference or to combine reference teachings." The MPEP also restates this principle as 
"[the] prior art must suggest the desirability of the claimed invention. Id. 

In this case, the proposed motivation "to automatically remind a user ... to record a program" 
fails to establish that any desirability of the claimed invention. Indeed, as outlined above, it appears 
that one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention would not have recognized it desirable to modify 
Young "to automatically remind a user ... to record a program" since Young already includes a record 
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programming feature, and the obvious point of such a feature is to obviate the need for the user to 
remember to initiate the recording. 

Accordingly, appellant respectfully requests that Board overturn the §103 rejections based on 
Young and Ellis because 1) even if the combination were permissible it fails to meet all the terms of the 
rejected claims, and/or 2) the combination is impermissible for lack of sufficient motivation to combine. 

C. Was it proper to reject claims 4, 5, and 12 under 35 USC §103? 

The Examiner rejected claims 4 and 5 as unpatentable over Young in view of Ellis and Hoff 
(U.S. 5,467,197), and claim 12 as unpatentable over Young and Hoff. Specifically, in making the final 
rejection of these claims, the Examiner stated at pages 10 and 1 1 : 

Young and Ellis fail to explicitly disclose the method wherein the recording reminder signal 
comprises outputting a message to a network communication device associated with at least one 
user of the computerized system. Hoff teaches the method wherein outputting the "recording" 
reminder signal comprises outputting message to a network communication device associated 
with at least one user of the computerized system (see col. 10, line 29 to col. 11, line 48.) It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to further modify Young ... as taught by Hoff, 
which would increase the capability of Young thereby making Young more commercially 
attractive." 

Respectfully, appellant submits 1) that even if the combinations of Young, Ellis, and Hoff and 
Young and Hoff were permissible, they fail to meet the requirement of outputting a message to a 
network communications device because Hoff fails to meet the requirement and 2) that the asserted 
motivation is insufficient to lead one of ordinary skill to make the proposed combinations. 
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First, Hoff, like Young and Ellis, fails to teach or suggest "outputting a [recording reminder] 
message to a network communication device associated with at least one user of the computerized 
system." Instead, Hoff reports methods concerning VCR clock synchronization, VCR recording of 
pager messages, and VCR programming via telephone. See, for example, 

Hoff s abstract and Figure 1. 

The passage cited by the Examiner (col. 10. line 29 to col. 11, line 48) as filling the gaps in 
Young and Ellis reports transmission of personal pager messages to a VCR and recording of those 
messages by the VCR. There's no indication in the passage, nor any other that appellant found in 
Hoff, that these personal pager messages are reminder messages concerning scheduled or 
programmed VCR recordings. In fact, a computer search shows that there are no occurrences of the 
terms "remind" or "reminder" or "reminding" in the entire text of Hoff.. 

Moreover, there's no evidence that Hoff s VCR or VCR control even transmits any pager 
messages out to external recipients or devices. Indeed, the Hoff system appears to be one way in this 
respect. See, for example, Fig. 1 which suggests not only that box 42 has only an output to VCR 53, 
but also that it includes no transmitter or output path to antenna 44. See also, column 11, lines 43-46, 
which states: "it has been shown how one or more messages can be sent by means of a telephone 10 
to instruct VCR point to point receiver 46 to record the personal messages onto video tape for later 
playback and review." Thus, the Examiner's reading of Hoff is inaccurate. 

Therefore, even if it were permissible to combine Hoff with Young and/or Ellis, the resulting 
combination would not overcome the admitted failures of Young and Ellis to teach the requisite act of 
"outputting a [recording reminder] message to a network communication device associated with at 
least one user of the computerized system." 

The relevant law is that to establish a prima facie of obviousness under 35 USC §103, "the prior 
art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations." MPEP § 
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2142 (citing In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d, 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991)). Here, the proposed 
combinations of Young, Ellis, and Hoff and Young and Hoff , even if permissible, fails to teach 
outputting the recording reminder signal by outputting a message to a network communication device 
associated with at least one user of the computerized system. Thus, the Final Office Action fails to set 
forth a prima facie case of obviousness of claims 4, 5, and 12 under 35 USC §103. 

Second, the asserted motivation is insufficient to lead one of ordinary skill to make the proposed 
combination. The Action states (in the paragraph bridging pages 10 and 11) that "it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify Young ... to output messages to a network 
communication device, as taught by Hoff, which would increase the capability of Young thereby 
making Young more commercially attractive." However, no teaching or suggestion is cited to support 
that Young would be more commercially attractive with the addition of Hoff. 

The relevant law is that "the Examiner has the burden under 35 U.S.C. § 103 to establish a 
prima facie case of obviousness. In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 1074, 5 U.S.P.Q.2d (BNA) 1596, 
1598 (Fed. Cir. 1988). In combining prior art references to construct a prima facie case, the 
Examiner must show some objective teaching in the prior art or some knowledge generally available to 
one of ordinary skill in the art that would lead an individual to combine the relevant teaching of the 
references. Id. More recently in In re Sang-Su Lee, 277 F.3d 1338; 61 USPQ2D (BNA) 1430 
(Fed. Cir. 2002), the Federal Circuit spoke again on combining and modifying references to support 
an obviousness inquiry, declaring that 

"The factual inquiry whether to combine references must be thorough and searching.... It must be 
based on objective evidence of record. This precedent has been reinforced in myriad decisions, 
and cannot be dispensed with. ... Our case law makes clear that the best defense against the 



APPELLANT'S BRIEF ON APPEAL Page 1 5 

Serial No. 09/002,600 Atty. Docket No. 450.224US 1 

Filed: January 5, 1998 

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR REMINDING USERS OF UPCOMING SCHEDULED RECORDINGS 



subtle but powerful attraction of a hindsight-based obviousness analysis is rigorous application of 
the requirement for a showing of the teaching or motivation to combine prior art references.... 

[Moreover, the] need for specificity pervades this authority. ... [T]he examiner can satisfy 
the burden of showing obviousness of the combination only by showing some objective teaching 
in the prior art or that knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art would lead 
that individual to combine the relevant teachings of the references." (Citations and internal 
quotations omitted.) 

In view of this well-established law, appellant submits that the asserted motivation of combining 
for the sake of "commercial attractiveness" is unsubstantiated in the present record. Indeed, there's 
nothing in the record indicating that the outputting reminder messages through a network 
communications device is known to be "commercially attractive." Absent objective evidence in the 
record, "commercial attractiveness" appears to be an entirely subjective motivation, not an objective 
motivation founded in the references or knowledge in the art. As such, it fails to justify the asserted 
combination of Hoff with Young and Ellis and of Hoff with Young. 

Accordingly, appellant respectfully requests that Board overturn the §103 rejections of claims 4, 
5, and 12 based on Young and Ellis because 1) the proposed combinations of Young, Ellis, and Hoff 
fail to meet all the terms of the rejected claims, and/or 2) the proposed motivation of "commercial 
attractiveness" fails to objectively justify the proposed combinations. 

Additionally, appellant renews its request, pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.104(d)(2) and MPEP 
§2144.03, that the Examiner support the proposed motivation of "commercial attractiveness" with 
appropriate documentation, such as a suitable reference or personal affidavit. 
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D. Was it proper to reject claims 7, 16, and 20 under 35 USC §103? 

Claim 7 was rejected as unpatentable over Young in view of Ellis and further in view of Strubbe. 
(U.S. 5,047,867), and claims 16 and 20 were rejected similarly over Young in view of Strubbe. 
However, in making the rejection at page 12 of the Final Office Action, the Examiner stated "Young 
and Ellis fails to explicitly disclose the method wherein outputting a reminder signal includes outputting 
a message concerning recording media, but which Strubbe teaches in col. 6, lines 25-49. The cited 
passages states: 

As shown in FIG. 8a, the Future Program extended channel shows a menu page of the next, for 
example, 7 favorite and particular broadcast programs which are chronologically scheduled to 
be broadcast from the present time. As time progresses past the starting time of each of the 
programs, the menu page is updated to always include the next 7 programs. With regard to no. 
4, it is noted that ABC News is scheduled to be recorded. The detailed menu page for this 
program (FIG. 8b) shows that this program is to be recorded if not watched and that there is 
sufficient room on the tape to accommodate the program. If there is insufficient room on the 
tape, an appropriate message will appear on the detailed menu page (FIG. 8c) and recording 
indication on the Future Program extended channel will be highlighted (FIG. 8d). It should be 
noted that the Change A button 52.2 toggles the recording request while the Change B button 
52.3 toggles between whether a reminder is desired and which kind of audible/visual reminder is 
to be given, for example, five minutes before the starting time of the program. This reminder may 
be an audible signal, or a visual message (typically shown as a PIP display). At the appointed 
time, the PIP may then show the opening, for example, 10 seconds of the program. 

However, even if Strubbe does disclose the output of a message concerning recording media, it 
does not overcome the shortcomings in Young and Ellis relative to the rejected claims. 
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In particular, Strubbe does not teach or suggest an act or means for receiving user input at least 
partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the scheduled data recording, with the user 
input being non-determinative of the recording time, as rejected claims 7, 16 and 20 require by virtue 
of their dependence on claims 1,11, and 17. 

Instead, Strubbe appears only to report options for a user to toggle a recording reminder 
function on or off and to select the type of reminder; it lacks an option to define, either in whole or in 
part, the timing of the reminder relative to a scheduled recording. More particularly, Strubbe explains, 
at column 6, lines 40-47 and with reference to Figs. 8b and 8d, that "the Change B button 52.3 
toggles between whether a reminder is desired and which kind of audible/visual reminder is given, for 
example, five minutes, before the starting time of the program. This reminder may be an audible signal, 
or a visual message (typically shown as a PIP display)." Figs. 8b and 8d show the textual message "5 
Minute Reminder Is Not Set" and associate the "Change B" button with the certain description "To 
adjust Type of Reminder," further confirming that Strubbe teaches only a user adjustment for the type 
of reminder, not a user input for adjusting the time of the reminder. 

The relevant law is that to establish a prima facie of obviousness under 35 USC §103, "the 
prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations." 
MPEP § 2142 (citing In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d, 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991)). Here, the 
proposed combinations of Young, Ellis, and Strubbe even if permissible, fail to teach "receiving user 
input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a scheduled recording, with the 
user input being non-determinative of the recording time." Thus, the Final Office Action fails to set 
forth a prima facie case of obviousness of claims 7, 16, and 20 under 35 USC §103. 

Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests that the Board overturn the §103 rejection of 
claims 7, 16, and 20. 
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9. CONCLUSION 

Appellant respectfully submits that the §102 and §103 rejections as set forth in the Final 
Office Action are improper based on deficiencies in the cited references and/or deficiencies as to the 
legal form as detailed above. Accordingly, appellant respectfully requests that the Board overturn the 
final §102 and §103 rejections of claims 1, 2, 4-13, 15-17, 20, 21, 24 and 26. 

In the alternative to overturning the rejections of all the claims, appellant respectfully requests 
the Board not only to compel the production of supportive documentation for the proposed motivation 
of "commercial attractiveness" for claims 4, 5, and 12, but also to provide explicit guidance in 
amending one or more of the unallowed claims to an allowable form. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THEODORE D. WUGOFSKI 
By his Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & 
KLUTH, P.A. 

P.O. Box 2938 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 349-95^ 



Date 



4fti 




CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to: BOX AF, Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 , on th uJ^ dav of ^Tlu*> 2002. ^ 

Candis B. Buending ^ 

Name Signature 
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APPENDIX I 

The Claims on Appeal 

1 . (Previously Once Amended) A method of operating a computerized system having a 
recording device for automatically recording data, the method comprising: 

scheduling a data recording for the recording device, with the data recording to begin at a 
recording time; 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the 

scheduled data recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the recording 
time; and 

outputting a recording reminder signal at a time based on the recording reminder time, before 
the recording device initiates automatic execution of the scheduled data recording. 



2. The method of claim 1, wherein scheduling a data recording for the recording device occurs 
before receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time. 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the recording reminder signal comprises outputting 
a message to a network communications device associated with at least one user of the computerized 
system. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the reminder signal comprises outputting a message 
concerning the scheduled recording to a pager. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein outputting the reminder signal includes outputting a verbal 
message, a textual message, or an audible tone. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a reminder signal includes outputting a message 
concerning recording media. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein scheduling the data recording includes communicating a 
recording instruction to the computerized system, and wherein the method further comprises 
calculating and storing the recording reminder time based on at least the user input and at least a 
portion of the recording instruction before outputting the reminder signal. 
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9. The method of claim 8 wherein the recording instruction includes a channel identifier, a start 
time, and an end time. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a reminder signal at the predetermined time before 
the time of the data recording includes: 

comparing a system time to the recording reminder time. 

1 1 . (Previously Once Amended) A computerized entertainment system comprising: 

a receiver for receiving one or more channel signals, each carrying one or more programs; 

a recording device, coupled to the receiver, for automatic recording one of the programs; 

means for scheduling the recording device to begin automatic recording of the one 
program at a recording time; 

means for receiving user input regarding a recording reminder, with the user input being non- 
determinative of the recording time; 

means for determining a recording reminder time for at least the one program based on the 
recording time and the user input regarding the recording reminder; 
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an output device for outputting a reminder signal at the recording reminder time before the 
recording device initiates automatic recording of the one program; and 

means for causing the recording device to begin automatic recording of the one program 
independently of the determined recording reminder time. 

12. The computerized entertainment system of claim 1 1, wherein the output device includes means 
for outputting the recording reminder signal as a message to a network communications device 
associated with at least one user of the computerized system. 

13. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the output device comprises a computer and a display. 

15. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the reminder signal includes a verbal message, a visible 
message, or an audible tone. 

16. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the reminder signal includes a message concerning recording 



media. 
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17. (Previously Once Amended) A computer comprising reminder-generation software, the 
reminder-generation software comprising instructions for: 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a scheduled 
automatic data recording and non-determinative of a time for initiating the scheduled 
data recording, with the recording reminder time preceding a time of the scheduled 
automatic data recording by an amount of time based on the user input; and 

outputting a reminder signal at the recording reminder time before initiation of the scheduled 
automatic data recording. 



20. The computer of claim 17, wherein the reminder-generation software instructions include 
instructions for including a message concerning recording media as part of the reminder signal. 
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21 . (Previously Once Amended) A computer-readable medium comprising instructions for: 

scheduling a read-write data storage device to automatically record data at a future time; and 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time and non- 
determinative of a time for initiation of the automatic recording, with the recording 
reminder time preceding the future time by an amount of time based on the user input; 
and 

outputting a recording reminder signal at the recording reminder time before the read-write 
data storage initiates automatic recording of the data. 

24. (Previously Once Amended) A method of operating a computerized system having a 
recording device for automatically recording data during two or more scheduled recordings, the 
method comprising: 

receiving two or more user remind-time inputs, with each user input associated with at least 
one of the scheduled recordings and each user input non-determinative of a time for 
initiation of an automatic recording and with at least two of the user remind-time inputs 
differing from each other; and 

defining two or more recording reminder times, with each of the recording reminder times 

associated with at least one of the scheduled recordings and based at least partially on 
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the associated user remind-time input and with each of the recording reminder times 
preceding a respective time for initiation of its associated scheduled recording by 
amounts of time based on the respective remind-time inputs. 



26. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining the recording reminder time based on the received user input, with the recording 
reminder time preceding the recording time for the scheduled recording by an amount 
of time based on the received user input. 
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Office Actions and Amendments 



1. 


Application filed January 5, 1998 
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First Office Action mailed August 17, 1999 


3. 


Amendment And Response mailed November 17, 1999 


4. 


Final Office Action mailed February 17, 2000 


5. 


Response to Final Office Action mailed May 17, 2000 


6. 


Advisory Action mailed June 2, 2000 


7. 


Continued Prosecution Application and Preliminary Amendment mailed June 15, 2000 


8. 


Office Action mailed September 12, 2000 


9. 


Amendment and Response mailed February 12, 2001 


10. 


Office Action mailed May 7, 2001 


11. 


Amendment and Response mailed August 7, 2001 


12. 


Final Office Action mailed October 24, 2001 


13. 


Amendment and Response faxed to Examiner Onuaku January 24, 2002 (Formal) 
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Advisory Action mailed February 20, 2002 


15. 


Notice of Appeal mailed March 20, 2002 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

THE REPLY FILED Jan 24. 2002 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 



Therefore, further action by the applicant is required to avoid the abandonment of this application. A proper reply to a final 
rejection under 37 CFR 1.113 may only be either: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the application in condition for 
allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. 

THE PERIOD FOR REPLY [check only a) or b)] 

a) H The period for reply expires 3 months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) □ In view of the early submission of the proposed reply (within two months as set forth in MPEP § 706.07 (f)), the period for reply ' 

expires on the mailing date of this Advisory Action, OR continues to run from the mailing date of the final rejection, whichever 
is later. In no event, however, will the statutory period for the reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final 
rejection. 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1 .136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) and the appropriate 
extension fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee The 
appropriate extension fee under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(a) is calculated from: (1 ) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally 
set in the final Office action; or (2) as set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the 
mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

1 . □ A Notice of Appeal was filed on . Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 

2. Kl The proposed amendment(s) will be entered upon the timely submission of a Notice of Appeal and Appeal Brief with 

requisite fees. 

3. □ The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search. (See NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter. (See NOTE below); 

(c) □ they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 

issues for appeal; and/or 

(d) □ they present additional claims without cancelling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 
NOTE: 



4. □ Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): 



5. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in 

separate, timely filed amendment cancelling the non-allowable claim(s). 

6. □ The a) □ affidavit, b) dexhibit, or c) Bquest for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 

application in condition for allowance because: 



7. D 

8. IS 



The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly raised by 
the Examiner in the final rejection. 

For purposes of Appeal, the status of the claim(s) is as follows (see attached written explanation, if any): 

Claim(s) allowed: 

Claim(s) objected to: ^ ?f- /7 

Claim(s) rejected: 1. 2.JWT. 20. 21. 24. and 26 



9. □ The proposed drawing correction filed on . 



. has dp has not been approved by the Examiner. 



10. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

11. E Other: ( See attached) 
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Response to Arguments 



1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1/24/02 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

2. Applicant argues that one of ordinary skill would not modify Young based on Ellis 
because Young already has a reminder system to turn the television on, if the television is not 
turned on, some time before the scheduled program time in order to record the scheduled 
program which the user had previously set to record remind in advance. 

In the last office action, the examiner states that Young discloses the method of receiving 
user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the scheduled recording 
(see the discussions above). And, that Young fails to explicitly disclose the method of receiving 
user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the scheduled 
recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the recording time, 

Ellis et al teach in Fig.l,13&14 an electronic program schedule system which provides a 

u s er wit h schedule information for broadcast or cablecast programs viewed by the user on a 

television receiver, wherein if while viewing program schedule information for a future time in 
BROWSE mode, the user depresses the ENTER key on the remote controller 3 1 , the 



Application/Control Number: 09/002,600 
Art Unit: 2615 



Page 3 



microcontroller 16 will instruct the video display generator (VDG) 23 to display a REMINDER 
overlay message 1 30 (see Fig. 1 3) which queries the user as to whether the system should remind 
the user, at a predetermined time before the start of a scheduled program that the user would like 
to view the scheduled program. If the user responds affirmatively, the microcontroller 16 stores 
reminder data consisting of at least the channel, time and day of the selected program in a 
reminder buffer, which contains similar schedule information for all programs for which the user 
has set a reminder. At a predetermined time before the selected program start time, for example, 
five minutes, the microcontroller 16 will retrieve schedule information, including title and service, 
based on the reminder data, and will instruct the VDG 23 to display a REMINDER 140 on the 
television receiver 27 to remind the user that the user previously set a reminder to watch the 
selected program. The REMINDER message 140 contains the channel, service and start time. It 
also displays the number of minutes before the time of airing of the particular show and updates 
the display every minute until the time of airing (see microcontroller 16 and VDG 23 of Fig. 1, and 
col. 15, lines 17-57). 

Automatic reminding the user of previously set reminder to view (or record) a selected 
program provides the desirable advantage of preventing the user from failing to view (or record) a 
program for which the viewer had previously set a reminder. 

It would have been obvious to further modify Young by realizing Young with the means 
to automatically remind the user of previously set reminder to view a program for which the 
viewer had previously set a reminder, as taught by Ellis, since this provides the desirable 
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advantage of preventing the user from failing to view a program for which the viewer had 
previously set a reminder. 

Ellis teaches the principle of automatically reminding a viewer of a previously set 
reminder, for example, to view a program for which the viewer had previously set a reminder. It 
would have been obvious, therefore, to apply similar principle to automatically remind a user, of 
the modified Young system, of a previously set reminder, for example, to record a program for 
which the viewer had previously set a reminder, since this also would provide the desirable 
advantage of preventing the user from failing to record a program for which the user had 
previously set a reminder. 

Here the examiner modifies Young with Ellis because Ellis teaches the principle of 
automatically reminding a user of a previously set reminder which Young fails to disclose. Young 
discloses the principle of advanced television program recording whereby a user sets a recorder to 
automatically record a television program which is scheduled to be shown some time in the future. 

With Young modified with Ellis, Ellis could remind a user about a reminder that the user 
had set about a program scheduled to be shown some time in the future which the user may want 
to view . Furthermore, this Ellis reminder principle can be extended to include reminding a user 
about a reminder that the user had set about a program scheduled to be shown some time in the 
future which the user may want to record. 
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It is, therefore, clear that the reminder system of Young is not the same as the reminder 
system of Ellis. It is this different reminder system of Ellis that would be added to Young when 
Young is modified with Ellis. 

3 . Please note that claims 1 1 , 1 3, 1 7,2 1 &24 cited as being rejected by 1 03 rejection by 
applying Young and Ellis was a typographical error, which the examiner regrets. Claims 

1 1,1 3, 17,21 &24 were clearly rejected under 102 rejection by applying Young (see pages 3-6 of 
last office action). Claims 1 1,13,17,21&24 were never rejected under 103 rejection by applying 
Young and Ellis. 

The examiner rejects the applicant's request to withdraw the finality of the last office 
action. Therefore, the rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from this examiner 
should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is (703) 308-7555. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Thursday from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Andrew B. Christensen, can be reached on (703) 308-9644. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
and (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be direct 
to the Group receptionist whose telephone is (703) 305-4700. 



COO 



2/14/02 



01/24/BZ 17:ZB:ZS USPTO-> 612 349 9596 ^htFflX Page 001 

v ' TO:Auto-reply fax tr^R 349 9596 COMPANY: 



Auto-Reply Facsimile Transmission 



United States TO: Fax Sender at 612 349 9596 

PATENT AND Fax Information 

TRADEMARK OFFICE Date Received: 1/24/02 5:19:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 

Total Pages: 13 (including cover page) 




ADVISORY: This is an automatically generated return receipt confirmation of the facsimile transmission received by 
the Office. Please check to make sure that the number of pages listed as received in Total Pages above matches 
what was intended to be sent Applicants are advised to retain this receipt in the unlikely event that proof of this 
facsimile transmission is necessary. Applicants are also advised to use the certificate of facsimile transmission 
procedures set forth in 37 CFR 1.8(a) and (b), 37 CFR 1.6(f). Trademark Applicants, also see the Trademark 
Manual of Examining Procedure (TMEP) section 702.04 et seq. 



Received 
Cover 
Page 



01/24/ 0 2 17:0 6 FAX 61 2 348 9586 SC tTOEGU.AK . LIIYDREftii wnp« 

SCHWEGMAN ■ LUNDBERG * WOESSNER ■ KLTJTH 



January 24, 2002 
Tune; 



P.O. Bo* 2938 
MinnapoK*> MN 5S*» 
(612) 373-6900 FKsnmfc (612) 33$-30$l 



TO: 



(Minneapolis, Minn.) 

Commissioner for Patents 
Ami: Christopher Onuaku 
Patent Examining Corps 
Facsimile Oncer 
Washington, DC- 2023] 



FROM: _ 



OUR REF: 450-2241 JS1 
TELEPHONE: f612> 34^9593 



FAX NUMBER r703J jefejjfrgf^ ^ 

* Please deliver to Examiner Christopher Onuaku in Art Unit 2615, * 
FORMAL RESPONSE - PLEASE ENTER 



Documents) Transmitted: Amendmen t & Response TJrid^r 37 CFR 1.11 fi. i n*mrfm«r Clean Versfa 
of Pending Claims ill nag«l 

Total pages of this Transmission, including cover I erxcr : 1 3 pes 

Tf you do MOT receive all of ihc pages described above, please telephone tts ai 612-373-6900, or fax us 
81612-339-3061. 



In re. Patent Application of: Theodore D. Wueoiski 
Serial No. : 0#002.600 
Filed:. 



Emawmfty: CTjriCT/vp ^er Onnakii 
Group Ait Unit : 2613 
Docket No. : 4S0.224US1 



TWe: SYSTEM AND MEXHOT3 FOR REMINDIN G USERS OF T TPPOMTAJC? 
SCHEDULED RECORDrMftg 

Please charge any additional feci or credit overpayment to D cposil Account No. 1 9-0743. . ^ 



-^rA _ 




I hereby ccm^ttut this paper is being transmitted by facsimile to the US. Patent and Trademark Offio* 
onthe dmcAoWn be 



Candv Buendina / 



T nSrurm iirirm 



Received from < 61? 349 KM > * MM2 5: IM1 PH [Eastern Standard Twt\ 



U1/24/U2 17:10 KAX 612 349 9596 



SCHWEGMAN , LUNDBERG , WOFS 



*** TX REPORT ### 



0001 



TRANSMISSION OK 

TX/RX NO 2065 
CONNECTION TEL 
SUBADDRESS 
CONNECTION ID 

ST. TIME 01/24 17:06 

USAGE T 04 '44 

PGS. SENT 13 

RESULT OK 



SCHWEGMAN ■ LUNDBERG ■ WOESSNER ■ KLUTH 

UTtST. THJLOIIIAIX A COPVRIOXT ATTORNEYS 

P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapolis, MN 55402. 
Telephone (6!2) 373-6900 Faesnrak (612) 339-3.061 

January 24, 2002 



Time: 



(Minneapolis, Minn.) 

TO: Commissioner for Patents FROM: Ednardo E. Drake 

Attn: Christopher Onuaku 

Patent Examining Corps OUR REF: 450.224US 1 

Facsimile Center 

Washington, D.C- 20231 _^ / TELEPHONE : (61 2) 349-9593 

FAX NUMBER f703)3Sfc£3S€ ' 

* Please deliver to Examiner Christopher Onuaku in Art Unit 2615. * 
FORMAL RESPONSE - PLEASE ENTER 



Documents) Transmitted: Amendment & Response Under 37 CFR 1.116. incloding Clean Versfo 
of Pending Claims (12 pages) 

Total pages of this transmission, including cover letter : 13 pes 

H you do NOT receive all of the pages described above, please telephone ns at 612-373-6900, or fax xu 
at 612-339-3061. 

In re. Patent Application of: Theodore D. WuEofski Examiner: Christopher Onuaku 

Serial No. : 09/002.600 Group Art Unit: 2615 

Filed: January 5. 1998 Docket No. : 450.224US1 

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR REMINDING USERS OF UPCOMING 

SCHEDULED RECORDINGS N 

Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-0743. \ 



January 24, 2002 
Time: t_ 



SCHWP^MAN ■ LUNDBERGB WOESSN^ ■ KLXJTH 

f A ^feT. TRADEMARK ft COPYRIGHT AT ANEVS 

P.O. Box 2938 W 
Minneapolis, MN S5402 
Telephone (612) 373-6900 Facsimile (612) 339-3061 



(Minneapolis, Minn.) 

TO: Commissioner for Patents 
Attn: Christopher Onuaku 
Patent Examining Corps 
Facsimile Center 

Washington, D.C. 20231 _^ s 

FAX NUMBER (703)338=6336 ' 

* Please deliver to Examiner Christopher Onuaku in Art Unit 2615. * 
FORMAL RESPONSE - PLEASE ENTER 



FROM: Eduardo E. Drake 

OURREF:450.224US1 
TELEPHONE : (61 2> 349-9593 



RECEIVED 

2 7 2002 

^oay center 2600 



Documents) Transmitted: Amendment & Response Under 37 CFR 1.116. mclnding Clean Versio 
of Pending Claims (12 pages) 

Total pages of this transmission, including cover letter: 13 pgs 

If you do NOT receive all of the pages described above, please telephone us at 612-373-6900, or fax m 
at 612-339-3061. 



In re. Patent Application of: Theodore D. Wueofski 
Serial No.: 09/002.600 
Filed: January 5. 1998 



Examiner: Christopher Onuaku 
Group Art Unit : 2615 
PocketNo. : 450.224US1 



Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR REMINDING USERS OF UPCOMING 
SCHEDULED RECORDINGS 

Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-0743. 



ame: Eduardo E. 
{eg. No.: Reg 




I hereby certi 
on the date 



this paper is being transmitted by facsimile to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
bete 

.1 A// o ^ 




Candv Buendins 




EXPEDITED PROCEDURE - EXAMINING GROUP 2615 



S/N 09/002,600 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Theodore D. Wugofski Examiner: Christopher Onuaku 



Serial No.: 09/002,600 Group Art Unit: 2615 

Filed: January 5, 1998 Docket: 450.224US1 

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR REMINDING USERS OF UPCOMING 



SCHEDULED RECORDINGS 



AMENDMENT & RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 



Box AF 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

In response to the final Office Action mailed October 24, 2001, please amend the 
application as follows: 



Please substitute the claim set in the appendix entitled Clean Version of Pending Claims 
for the previously pending claim set. The substitute claim set is intended to reflect amendment of 
claims 1 1, 17, 21, and 24. The specific amendments to individual claims are detailed in the 
following marked up set of claims. 



recording device for automatically recording data, the method comprising: 

scheduling a data recording for the recording device, with the data recording to begin at a 
recording time; 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the 
scheduled data recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the 
recording time; and 

outputting a recording reminder signal at a time based on the recording reminder time, 
before the recording device initiates automatic execution of the scheduled data 
recording. 



IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (Previously Once Amended) 



A method of operating a computerized system having a 
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein scheduling a data recording for the recording device 
occurs before receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time. 



4. The method of claim 1 , wherein outputting the recording reminder signal comprises 
outputting a message to a network communications device associated with at least one user of the 
computerized system. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein outputting the reminder signal comprises outputting a 
message concerning the scheduled recording to a pager. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein outputting the reminder signal includes outputting a 
verbal message, a textual message, or an audible tone. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a reminder signal includes outputting a 
message concerning recording media. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein scheduling the data recording includes communicating a 
recording instruction to the computerized system, and wherein the method further comprises 
calculating and storing the recording reminder time based on at least the user input and at least a 
portion of the recording instruction before outputting the reminder signal. 

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the recording instruction includes a channel identifier, a 
start time, and an end time. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a reminder signal at the predetermined time 
before the time of the data recording includes: 

comparing a system time to the recording reminder time. 



11. (Amended) A computerized entertainment system comprising: 
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a receiver for receiving one or more channel signals, each carrying one or more programs; 
a recording device, coupled to the receiver, for automatic recording one of the programs; 

means for scheduling the recording device to begin automatic recording of the one 

program at a recording time; 
means for receiving user input regarding a recording reminder, with the user input being 

non-determinative of the recording time ; 
means for determining a recording reminder time for at least the one program based on 

the recording time and the user input regarding the recording reminder; 
an output device for outputting a reminder signal at the recording reminder time before 

the recording device initiates automatic recording of the one program; and 
means for causing the recording device to begin automatic recording of the one program 

independently of the determined recording reminder time. 

12. The computerized entertainment system of claim 1 1, wherein the output device includes 
means for outputting the recording reminder signal as a message to a network communications 
device associated with at least one user of the computerized system. 

13. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the output device comprises a computer and a display. 

15. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the reminder signal includes a verbal message, a visible 
message, or an audible tone. 

16. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the reminder signal includes a message concerning 
recording media. 

17. (Amended) A computer comprising reminder-generation software, the reminder- 
generation software comprising instructions for: 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a 

scheduled automatic data recording and non-determinative of a time for initiating 
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~~ the scheduled data recording , with the recording reminder time preceding a time 

of the scheduled automatic data recording by an amount of time based on the user 
input; and 

outputting a reminder signal at the recording reminder time before initiation of the 
scheduled automatic data recording. 

20. The computer of claim 17, wherein the reminder-generation software instructions include 
instructions for including a message concerning recording media as part of the reminder signal. 

21 . (Amended) A computer-readable medium comprising instructions for: 

scheduling a read-write data storage device to automatically record data at a future time; 
and 

receiving uset input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time and non- 
determinative of a time for initiation of the automatic recording , with the 
recording reminder time preceding the future time by an amount of time based on 
the user input; and 

outputting a recording reminder signal at the recording reminder time before the read- 
write data storage initiates automatic recording of the data. 

24. (Amended) A method of operating a computerized system having a recording device 
for automatically recording data during two or more scheduled recordings, the method 
comprising: 

receiving two or more user remind-time inputs, with each user input associated with at 
least one of the scheduled recordings and each user input non-determinative of a 
time for initiation of an automatic recording and with at least two of the user 
remind-time inputs differing from each other; and 

defining two or more recording reminder times, with each of the recording reminder 

times associated with at least one of the scheduled recordings and based at least 
partially on the associated user remind-time input and with each of the recording 
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reminder times preceding a respective time for initiation of its associated 
scheduled recording by amounts of time based on the respective remind-time 
inputs. 



26. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining the recording reminder time based on the received user input, with the 

recording reminder time preceding the recording time for the scheduled recording 
by an amount of time based on the received user input. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 11, 17, 21 and 24 have been amended. No claims have been cancelled, and no 
claims have been added. As a result of the amendment, claims 1, 2, 4-13, 15-17, 20, 21, 24 and 
26 are pending in this application. 

Applicant reserves all applicable rights not exercised in connection with this response. 



Response to §102 Rejections 

Claims 11, 13, 17,21 and 24 were rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as anticipated by 
Young (U.S. 4,706,121). 

In response, claim 1 1, 17, 21, and 24 have been amended to more readily distinguish over 
Young. Specifically, the claims were amended in accord with the Examiner's statement on page 
7 of the Action that "Young fails to explicitly disclose the method of receiving user input at least 
partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the scheduled recording and non- 
determinative of the recording time." As a result each now requires "means for receiving user 
input regarding a recording reminder, with the user input being non-determinative of the 
recording time. " "receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder 
time for a scheduled automatic data recording and non-determinative of a time for initiating the 
scheduled data recording. " or "receiving two or more user remind-time inputs, with each user 
input associated with at least one of the scheduled recordings and each user input non- 
determinative of a time for initiation of an automatic recording. Thus, the amended claims 
distinguish from Young for the reasons expressly acknowledged by the Examiner. 

Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the §102 
rejections. 

Response to §103 Rejections based on Young & Ellis 

Claims 1-2, 8-11, 13, 17, 21, 24 and 26 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Young (U.S. 4,706,121) in view of Ellis. (U.S. 6,275,268); claims 4-6 were 
rejected as unpatentable over Young in view of Ellis and Hoff (U.S. 5,467,197); and claim 7 was 
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rejected as unpatentable over Young (U.S. 4,706,121) in view of Ellis (U.S. 6,275,268) and 
further in view of Strubbe. (U.S. 5,047,867). 

However, applicant traverses on the grounds that one of ordinary skill would not modify 
Young based on Ellis as proposed by the Examiner. In particular, Young already has a fixed 
reminder system which sounds an alarm a predetermined time period prior to a scheduled 
program or recording. See, for example, column 8, lines 15-19, which indicates that an alarm is 
sounded to remind a viewer to view a program and column 20, lines 50-53, which indicates 
sounding of the alarm prior to a recording. The Examiner proposes (at page 8 of the Action) that 
one would modify Young to includes Ellis's remind feature to "provide the desirable advantage 
of preventing the user from failing to view (or record) a program." Yet, Young already provides 
this advantage. Thus, there's no motivation for one to modify Young pursuant to the proposed 
advantage. 

MPEP 2143, citing In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991), 
dictates that 

[t]o establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. First, 
there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference 
or to combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable expectation of 
success. Finally, the [cited] reference (or references when combined) must teach or 
suggest all the claim limitations. 

Thus, without a valid motivation, the 103 rejection based on Young and Ellis fails to establish a 
prima facie case of obviousness. 

Moreover, Ellis appears only to provide its reminder for viewing programs, not for 
viewing and reminding. The passage cited by the Examiner (col. 15, lines 17-57) doesn't indicate 
that the reminders are given for programs that are scheduled for recording. This is contrary to the 
Examiner's parenthetical suggestion that Ellis reminds users about scheduled recording sessions. 
The fact is Ellis fails to teach this precise form of user reminder. Thus, even if the Examiner's 
motivation were valid, the proposed modification of Young to include Ellis's viewing reminder 
would not meet all the requirements of the rejected claims. 

Accordingly, applicant respectfully request that the 103 rejections based on Young and 
Ellis be withdrawn. 
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In further response to the rejection of claims 4-6 based on Young, Ellis, and HofF, 
applicant submits that the Action fails to cite sufficient motivation for combining Hoff with 
Young and Ellis. The Action states (in the paragraph bridging pages 10 and 11) that "it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify Young ... to output 
messages to a network communication device, as taught by Hoff, which would increase the 
capability of Young thereby making Young more commercially attractive." However, no 
teaching or suggestion is cited to support that Young would be more commercially attractive with 
the addition of Hoff. Moreover, MPEP 2144 states that an appropriate motivation may be 
reasoned from common knowledge in the art, scientific principles, art-recognized equivalents, or 
legal precedent. There is no mention of marketing principles or commercial attractiveness. 
Thus, the Action fails to establish a prima facie case of obviousness for claims 4-6. 

Accordingly, applicant submits that there is additional grounds for withdrawing the 103 
rejection of claims 4-6. 

Response to §103 Rejections based on Young & Hoff and Young & Strubbe 

Claims 12 and 15 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as unpatentable over Young in 
view of HofF, and claims 16 and 20 were rejected similarly over Young in view of Strubbe. 

These rejections stand moot with the amendment of claim 1 1 to more readily distinguish 
from Young. Accordingly, applicant requests that the rejections of claims 12, 15, 16, and 20 also 
be withdrawn. 

Request for Withdrawal of Finality 

Pursuant to MPEP 706.07(a), applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of finality of the 
rejections based on Ellis, a newly cited reference, and the non-amendment of claims 2, 4-13, 15- 
17, 20, 21, 24, and 26 in the previous Amendment. MPEP 706.07(a) states that "a second or any 
subsequent action on the merits in any application ... will not be made final if it includes a 
rejection, on newly cited art, of any claim not amended by applicant or patent owner in spite of 
the fact that other claims may have been amended to require newly cited art. 
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CLEAN VERSION OF PENDING CLAIMS 



1 . (Previously Once Amended) A method of operating a computerized system having a 
recording device for automatically recording data, the method comprising: 

scheduling a data recording for the recording device, with the data recording to begin at a 
recording time; 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the 
scheduled data recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the 
recording time; and 

outputting a recording reminder signal at a time based on the recording reminder time, 
before the recording device initiates automatic execution of the scheduled data 
recording. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein scheduling a data recording for the recording device occurs 
before receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the recording reminder signal comprises 
outputting a message to a network communications device associated with at least one user of the 
computerized system. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the reminder signal comprises outputting a 
message concerning the scheduled recording to a pager. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein outputting the reminder signal includes outputting a 
verbal message, a textual message, or an audible tone. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a reminder signal includes outputting a 
message concerning recording media. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein scheduling the data recording includes communicating a 
recording instruction to the computerized system, and wherein the method further comprises 
calculating and storing the recording reminder time based on at least the user input and at least a 
portion of the recording instruction before outputting the reminder signal. 

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the recording instruction includes a channel identifier, a 
start time, and an end time. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting a reminder signal at the predetermined time 
before the time of the data recording includes: 

comparing a system time to the recording reminder time. 

1 1 . (Amended) A computerized entertainment system comprising: 

a receiver for receiving one or more channel signals, each carrying one or more programs; 
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a recording device, coupled to the receiver, for automatic recording one of the programs; 

means for scheduling the recording device to begin automatic recording of the one 

program at a recording time; 
means for receiving user input regarding a recording reminder, with the user input being 

non-determinative of the recording time; 
means for determining a recording reminder time for at least the one program based on 

the recording time and the user input regarding the recording reminder; 
an output device for outputting a reminder signal at the recording reminder time before 

the recording device initiates automatic recording of the one program; and 
means for causing the recording device to begin automatic recording of the one program 

independently of the determined recording reminder time. 

12. The computerized entertainment system of claim 1 1 , wherein the output device includes 
means for outputting the recording reminder signal as a message to a network communications 
device associated with at least one user of the computerized system. 

13. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the output device comprises a computer and a display. 

15. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the reminder signal includes a verbal message, a visible 
message, or an audible tone. 

16. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the reminder signal includes a message concerning 
recording media. 

17. (Amended) A computer comprising reminder-generation software, the reminder- 
generation software comprising instructions for: 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a 

scheduled automatic data recording and non-determinative of a time for initiating 
the scheduled data recording, with the recording reminder time preceding a time 
of the scheduled automatic data recording by an amount of time based on the user 
input; and 

outputting a reminder signal at the recording reminder time before initiation of the 
scheduled automatic data recording. 

20. The computer of claim 17, wherein the reminder-generation software instructions include 
instructions for including a message concerning recording media as part of the reminder signal. 
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21. (Amended) A computer-readable medium comprising instructions for: 

scheduling a read-write data storage device to automatically record data at a future time; 
and 

receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time and non- 
determinative of a time for initiation of the automatic recording, with the 
recording reminder time preceding the future time by an amount of time based on 
the user input; and 

outputting a recording reminder signal at the recording reminder time before the read- 
write data storage initiates automatic recording of the data. 

24. (Amended) A method of operating a computerized system having a recording device 
for automatically recording data during two or more scheduled recordings, the method 
comprising: 

receiving two or more user remind-time inputs, with each user input associated with at 
least one of the scheduled recordings and each user input non-determinative of a 
time for initiation of an automatic recording and with at least two of the user 
remind-time inputs differing from each other; and 

defining two or more recording reminder times, with each of the recording reminder 

times associated with at least one of the scheduled recordings and based at least 
partially on the associated user remind-time input and with each of the recording 
reminder times preceding a respective time for initiation of its associated 
scheduled recording by amounts of time based on the respective remind-time 
inputs. 

26. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining the recording reminder time based on the received user input, with the 

recording reminder time preceding the recording time for the scheduled recording 
by an amount of time based on the received user input. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -2,4-10&26 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 8/13/01 with respect to claims 1 1-13,15-17, 20-21&24 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

With respect to claim 1 1, applicant argues that the only user input Young appears to use 
in determining its five-minute warning is the user input for scheduling a recording, that is, setting 
the recording time, and that there is no indication in Young that the time for issuing the five- 
minute warning is based on both a recording time and user input regarding a recording reminder. 
Examiner disagrees. Claim 1 1 as pointed out by the applicant cites a) means for scheduling the 
recording device to begin automatic recording of the one program at a recording time (see col.7, 
line 60 to col.8, line 3, wherein Young discloses program selection and scheduling; b) means for 
receiving user input regarding a recording reminder ( see CPU 1 10 of Fig.3) and c) means for 
detenmning a recording reminder time for at least one program based on the recording time and 
the user input regarding the recording reminder. Young discloses in col. 15, lines 20-27 that the 
defeult schedule mode, for example, allows a user to create a weekly reminder calendar (examiner 
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considers creating a weekly reminder calendar, for example, as user input regarding recording 
reminder), wherein the reminder process will set an alarm if the TV is not ON before a certain 
time before the start of the program. The recording reminder time is clearly based on the 
recording time and the user input regarding recording reminder, since the user firstly creates a 
weekly reminder calendar, and based on that reminder calendar, an alarm is generated some time 
before the recording time. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17,21&24 are similar to the applicant's 
arguments with respect claim 11. Therefore, examiner's response to applicant's arguments with 
respect to claim 1 1 applies to the applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17, 21, and 24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

0j) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use o 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1 1,13,17,21&24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Young etal (US 4,706,121). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Young discloses in Fig.3, 4&4b an electronic system and process 
which receives the schedule information in broadcast form and then processes the schedule 
information to make the selections and a system that will enable a user to program a video 
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cassette recorder (VCR) for unattended operation by making a simple selection from a menu, 
including computerized system ( see col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 26), comprising: 

a) scheduling a data recording for the recording device, with the data recording to begin at 
a recording time ( see Abstract and also col.7, line 60 to col.8, line 3); 

b) receiver for receiving one or more channel signals, each carrying one or more programs 
( see col.7, line 33 to col.8, line 22). 

c) a recording device, coupled to the receiver, for automatic recording one of the 
programs ( see VCR 150; col.7, line 60 to col.8, line 22); 

d) means for receiving user input regarding a recording reminder time (see CPU 1 10; 
col.7, line 60 to col.8, line 22); 

e) means for determining a recording reminder time for at least the one program based on 
the recording time and the user input regarding the recording reminder (see col. 15, lines 20-27); 

f) an outputting device for outputting a reminder signal at the recording reminder time 
before the recording device initiates automatic recording of the one program (see col.20, lines 40- 
65); 

g) means for causing the recording device to begin automatic recording of the one 
program independently of the determined recording reminder time (see col.20, lines 40-65). 

Regarding claim 13, Young discloses wherein the output device comprises a computer and 
a display ( see CPU 1 10 and video display generator 136; col.7, line 60 to col.8, line 22) 
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Regarding claim 17, Young discloses in Fig.3,4&4b an electronic system and process 
which receives the schedule information in broadcast form and then processes the schedule 
information to make the selections and a system that will enable a user to program a video 
cassette recorder (VCR) for unattended operation by making a simple selection from a menu, 
including computerized system ( see coL21, line 65 to col.22, line 26), the method comprising: 

a) receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for a 
scheduled automatic data recording, with the recording reminder time preceding a time of the 
scheduled automatic data recording by an amount of time based on the user input ( see col.7, line 
60 to col.8, line 3; col.15, lines 20-27; and col.20, lines 40-65), at the time the user sets a 
reminder determines how long the monitoring of the reminder process by the system lasts before 
recording begins. For example, assuming the reminder is set at 2:00 pm by a user input for a 
program scheduled to record at 10:00 pm, then the monitoring then lasts from 2:00 pm to 10:00 
pm, and if, on the other hand, the reminder is set at 1 :00 pm, by the user input, for a program 
scheduled to record at 8:00 pm, the monitoring lasts from 1 :00 pm to 8:00 pm; 

b) outputting a recording reminder signal at a time based on the recording reminder time, 
before the recording device initiates automatic execution of the scheduled data recording (see 
col.20, lines 40-65). 

Regarding claim 21, the claimed limitations of claim 21 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 7 above. 
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Regarding claim 24, the claimed limitations of claim 24 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 1 above, including the additional limitation of receiving <c two or more 
reminder-time inputs"( see at least col.7, line 60 to col.8, line 22); here the user can schedule for 
recording more than one desired program, with each of the desired programs having its own 
different reminder time since the selected programs may run at different times. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-2,8-1 1,13,17,21,24&26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Young (US 4,706,121) in view of Ellis et al (US 6,275,268). 

Regarding claim 1, Young discloses in Fig.3,4&4b an electronic system and process which 
receives the schedule information in broadcast form and then processes the schedule information 
to make the selections and a system that will enable a user to program a video cassette recorder 
(VCR) for unattended operation by making a simple selection from a menu, including 
computerized system ( see col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 26), the method comprising: 

a) scheduling a data recording for the recording device, with the data recording to begin at 
a recording time ( see Abstract and also col.7, line 60 to col.8, line); 
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b) receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording reminder time for the 
scheduled recording ( see col.7, line 60 to coL8, line 3; col.15, lines 20-27); 

c) outputting a recording reminder signal at a time based on the recording reminder time, 
before the recording device initiates automatic execution of the scheduled data recording (see 
col.20, lines 40-65), 

Young discloses the method of receiving user input at least partially determinative of a 
recording reminder time for the scheduled recording (see the discussions above). Young fails to 
explicitly disclose the method of receiving user input at least partially determinative of a recording 
reminder time for the scheduled recording, with the user input being non-determinative of the 
recording time. 

Ellis et al teach in Fig.l,13&14 an electronic program schedule system which provides a 
user with schedule information for broadcast or cablecast programs viewed by the user on a 
television receiver, wherein if while viewing program schedule information for a future time in 
BROWSE mode, the user depresses the ENTER key on the remote controller 3 1 , the 
microcontroller 16 will instruct the video display generator (VDG) 23 to display a REMINDER 
overlay message 130 (see Fig. 13) which queries the user as to whether the system should remind 
the user, at a predetermined time before the start of a scheduled program that the user would like 
to view the scheduled program. If the user responds affirmatively, the microcontroller 16 stores 
reminder data consisting of at least the channel, time and day of the selected program in a 
reminder buffer, which contains similar schedule information for all programs for which the user 
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has set a reminder. At a predetermined time before the selected program start time, for example, 
five minutes, the microcontroller 16 will retrieve schedule information, including title and service, 
based on the reminder data, and will instruct the VDG 23 to display a REMINDER 140 on the 
television receiver 27 to remind the user that the user previously set a reminder to watch the 
selected program. The REMINDER message 140 contains the channel, service and start time. It 
also displays the number of minutes before the time of airing of the particular show and updates 
the display every minute until the time of airing (see microcontroller 16 and VDG 23 of Fig.l, and 
col. 15, lines 17-57). 

Automatic reminding the user of previously set reminder to view (or record) a selected 
program provides the desirable advantage of preventing the user from failing to view (or record) a 
program for which the viewer had previously set a reminder. 

It would have been obvious to further modify Young by realizing Young with the means 
to automatically remind the user of previously set reminder to view a a program for which the 
viewer had previously set a reminder, as taught by Ellis, since this provides the desirable 
advantage of preventing the user from failing to view a program for which the viewer had 
previously set a reminder. 

Ellis teaches the principle of automatically reminding a viewer of a previously set 
reminder, for example, to view a program for which the viewer had previously set a reminder. It 
would have been obvious, therefore, to apply similar principle to automatically remind a user, of 
the modified Young system, of a previously set reminder, for example, to record a program for 
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which the viewer had previously set a reminder, since this also would provide the desirable 
advantage of preventing the user from failing to record a program for which the user had 
previously set a reminder. 

Regarding claim 2, Young discloses the method wherein scheduling a data recording for 
the recording device occurs before receiving input at least partially determinative of a recording 
reminder ( see col. 15, lines 20-27). 

Regarding claim 8, Young discloses the method wherein scheduling the data recording 
includes communicating a recording instruction to the computerized system, and wherein the 
method further comprises calculating and storing the recording reminder time based on at least 
the user input and at least a portion of the recording instruction before outputting the "reminder" 
signal ( see col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 26). 

Regarding claim 9, Young discloses the method wherein the recording instruction includes 
a channel identifier, a start time, and an end time ( see col. 14, lines 9-15; col. 14, lines 55-66). 

Regarding claim 10, Young discloses wherein outputting a reminder signal at 
the predetermined time before the time of the data recording includes comparing a system time to 
the recording reminder time (see col.20, lines 40-65). 
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Regarding claim 26, Young discloses detennining the recording reminder time based on 
the received user input, with the recording reminder time preceding the recording time for the 
scheduled recording by an amount of time based on the received user input ( see col.20, lines 40- 
65), at the time the user sets a reminder determines how long the monitoring of the reminder 
process by the system lasts before recording begins. For example, assuming the reminder is set at 
2:00 pm by a user input for a program scheduled to record at 10:00 pm, then the monitoring then 
lasts from 2:00 pm to 10:00 pm, and if, on the other hand, the reminder is set at 1 :00 pm, by the 
user input, for a program scheduled to record at 8:00 pm, the monitoring lasts from 1 :00 pm to 
8:00 pm. 



7. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young in viev 
of Ellis and further in view of Hoff ( US 5,467,197). 

Regarding claim 4, Young and Ellis fail to explicitly disclose the method wherein the 
recording reminder signal comprises outputting a message to a network communication device 
associated with at least one user of the computerized system. Hoff teaches the method wherein 
outputting the recording "reminder" signal comprises outputting message to a network 
communication device associated with at least one user of the computerized system ( see col. 10, 
line 29 to col. 1 1, line 48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to further modify 
Young by realizing Young with the means to output reminder messages to a network 
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communication device, as taught by Hofif, which would increase the capability of Young thereby 
making Young more commercially attractive. 

Regarding claim 5, Young and Ellis fail to disclose wherein outputting the reminder signal 
comprises outputting a message concerning the scheduled recording to a pager. Hoff teaches the 
method wherein outputting the "reminder" signal comprises outputting a message concerning the 
scheduled recording to a pager ( see col.3, lines 23-27, and col.5, lines 29-45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify Young by 
realizing Young with the means to output reminder messages concerning the scheduled recording 
to a pager, as taught by Hoff, which would further increase the capability of Young, thereby 
making Young even more commercially attractive. 

Regarding claim 6, Hoff teaches the method wherein outputting the reminder signal 
includes outputting a verbal message, a textual message, or an audible tone( see col.5, lines 29- 
45). It would have been obvious to further modify Young by realizing Young with the means 
wherein outputting the reminder signal includes outputting a verbal message, a textual message, 
or an audible tone in order to output reminder signals including a verbal message, a textual 
message, or an audible tone would make the reminder signal more quickly heard or observed, as 
the case may be. 
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8. Claims 12&1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young in 
viewofHoff(US 5,467,197). 

Regarding claim 12, the claimed limitations of claim 12 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 4 above. 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed limitations of claim 15 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 6 above. 

9. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young in view of 
Ellis and further in view of Strubbe et al ( US 5,047,867). 

Regarding claim 7, Young and Ellis fail to explicitly disclose the method wherein 
outputting a reminder signal includes outputting a message concerning recording media, but 
which Strubbe teaches in col.6, lines 25-49. Including a message concerning recording media in 
outputting a reminder signal makes eliminates, for example, the possibility of using a recording 
medium with insufficient recording room to record a scheduled program, thereby running the risk 
of losing some valuable part of a program to be recorded. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to add a message concerning recording media in the output reminder 
signal, as taught by Strubbe, since this would eliminates, for example, the possibility of using a 
recording medium with insufficient recording room to record a scheduled program, thereby 
running the risk of losing some valuable part of a program to be recorded. 
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10. Claims 16&20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young in 
view of Strubbe et al ( US 5,047,867). 

Regarding claims 16&20, Young and Ellis fail to explicitly disclose the method wherein 
outputting a reminder signal includes outputting a message concerning recording media, but 
which Strubbe teaches in col.6, lines 25-49. Including a message concerning recording media in 
outputting a reminder signal makes eliminates, for example, the possibility of using a recording 
medium with insufficient recording room to record a scheduled program, thereby running the risk 
of losing some valuable part of a program to be recorded. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to add a message concerning recording media in the output reminder 
signal, as taught by Strubbe, since this would eliminates, for example, the possibility of using a 
recording medium with insufficient recording room to record a scheduled program, thereby 
running the risk of losing some valuable part of a program to be recorded. 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from this examiner 
should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is (703) 308-7555. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Thursday from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Wendy Garber, can be reached on (703) 305-4929. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
and (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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